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i INTERPRETIVE STOP
Interpretive Stops occur at areas that have important natural, 
cultural or historical meaning. These stops will serve both as 
interpretation areas and as rest areas for trail users.  When 
logical, these will be located at trailheads and access points.

Elements may include:
 » Bench
 » Signage/Wayfinding
 » Interpretation
 » Views/Overlooks 

EXISTING GRADE SEPARATED CROSSINGS

Developed Trail

Trail Crossing at 2nd Street E

RECREATION DESTINATION
A Recreation Destination is an existing site along the 
greenway where people go to recreate. Examples include: 
Rivertown Dog Park, Veteran’s Park Athletic Complex, and 
Vermillion Falls Park.

ACTIVITY CENTER
Activity Centers are social gathering points along the 
greenway, which may include schools, food, entertainment, 
and retail opportunities. Examples include: Hastings Co-Op 
Creamery Dairy and Downtown Hastings. 

TRAILHEAD
Trailheads are the primary greenway access points and 
will accommodate people who drive, walk, or bike to the 
greenway. They will occur every 3-5 miles along the corridor 
where there are opportunities to share facilities like parking 
and restrooms with other uses: recreation, transit, or 
commercial. Trailheads are proposed at Vermillion Falls Park 
and at Levee Park.

Trailheads will include the following elements:
 » Water 
 » Parking
 » Picnic facilities
 » Signage/Wayfinding
 » Local trail or destination connection
 » Restrooms
 » Interpretation signage or features
 » Bike racks 
 » Benches
 » Food, where there are opportunities

NEIGHBORHOOD GATEWAY
Neighborhood Gateways are more frequent, local access 
points. They are located at places that are at convenient 
intervals between primary trailheads (2-3 miles or closer if 
there are logical locations along the greenway). Wherever 
possible, facilities are shared with other uses and ideally 
are located where there is a complementary recreation 
destination or activity center.

Neighborhood Gateways will include the following elements:
 » Benches 
 » Bike rack 
 » Signage/Wayfinding 
 » Local trail or destination connection 
 » Water
 » Interpretation signage or features 

 
Depending on opportunities to 
share facilities, Neighborhood 
Gateways may also include:

 » Restrooms
 » Picnicking
 » Food 
 » Parking
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Grade-separated crossings

Grade separated crossings increase safety by reducing conflicts with 
cars and allow for more fluid trail experience for users of all ages and 
abilities. To that end, grade separated crossings are suggested at all 
major intersections, shown on Figure 26. 

At-grade crossings

When grade separated crossings are not possible on collector roads or 
higher, crossing should occur at controlled intersections with vehicles 
stopping at traffic lights or stop signs. On lower volume local roads, 
crossings may not be controlled with traffic lights or stop signs. In 
these cases, features such as pavement marking, refuge islands and 
bumpouts should be applied to reduce crossing distances for trail users 
and increase visibility for trail users and road users.
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Figure 26. Grade separated road crossings
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Figure 26a. Typical at-grade road crossing with median refuge

Simon’s Ravine Trailhead on the River 
to River Greenway in South St. Paul

Parking lot off of Ravenna Trail at 
C.P. Adams Park

River to River GreenwayMississippi River Regional Trail
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PROPOSED GRADE SEPARATED CROSSINGS

TRAIL
The greenway trail corridor will be a continuous multi purpose 
bituminous trail designed in accordance with applicable 
American Association of State Highway Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO) guidelines, Minnesota Department of Transportation 
bicycle design guidelines, and Dakota County trail standards. 
The trail will be 10-12 feet wide with a two-foot grass clear-
zone on each side.  

Anticipated uses include walking, jogging, in-line skating, and 
bicycling.  The trail will be plowed for winter use and, where 
appropriate, lit for extended hours.


