
VISION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Vision
In order to effectively plan, a community must defi ne its aspirations for the future. A community’s “Vision” statement captures those aspirations and provides a framework 
upon which the comprehensive plan and strategic initiatives can be built and carried out. Furthermore, the Vision, when combined with a set of Guiding Principles, 
becomes a yardstick by which to measure progress. Greenfi eld’s Vision Statement recognizes the past but looks to the future depicting how the community will look, feel, 
and function over the next 20 years.

The 2040 Vision of Greenfi eld – DRAFT
Characterized predominantly by an abundance of open space, historical but transitional farms, and spacious residential 
neighborhoods, the City of Greenfi eld remains the quintessential rural residential community in western Hennepin County.  

It is a rural residential community with views of protected open space, and a quality natural environment. 

Greenfi eld is a community that understands that the desired level and quality of services, infrastructure, and community 
identity come with a cost that is directly related to the City’s land use and development pattern. The Greenfi eld community 
recognizes that preserving a rural residential character in a growing metropolitan area requires thoughtful planning and 
delicate balance. 

By being thoughtful, engaged, and aware, the City of Greenfi eld in 2040 will be an economically, fi scally, and environmentally 

sustainable community. Greenfi eld will continue to be a great place to live, work, and play. 

What are Guiding Principles? 
A set of guiding principles has been crafted to provide additional clarity to Greenfi eld’s Vision. These guiding principles highlight those elements that are important 
to the community and are key to the achievement of the community’s Vision. 

Guiding principles support the vision and defi ne the values and priorities of the community.  They act as an ongoing measurement tool for evaluating the 
appropriateness and effectiveness of future initiatives. In general, guiding principles:
• Orient the community to the future
• Require imagination, recognizing that the direction set for the community may be aspirational
• Look to current conditions and community traditions to inform the appropriate future
• Identify what the community desires for itself based on shared understandings
• Serve as a tool for evaluating proposals, projects, ideas, and future directions
• Provide an anchor during confl ict; a way of fi nding common ground and shared values
• Become a basis for coordination and cooperation
• Offer a source of energy and enthusiasm for maintaining a commitment to the future

Preserve and maintain a rural residential character 
Greenfi eld’s rural character is defi ned by the preservation of its natural features, including rolling terrain, woods, wetlands and wildlife habitat; the protection of 
scenic views which provide separation between existing and future uses; and active agricultural uses such as traditional farming, landscape nurseries, vegetable 
gardens, horse farms, and pastures.  

Provide opportunities for spacious single family homes as well as other forms of housing  
Greenfi eld has established a large lot rural residential development pattern as the dominant housing pattern in the city. This pattern will continue to evolve and 
fi ll in as agricultural land uses transition over time. However, Greenfi eld will continue to plan alternative housing types and patterns to allow existing and future 
residents to remain part of the Greenfi eld community as they move through life; to accommodate the needs of the growing local labor supply needed to keep 
commercial and business development vibrant; to provide options for varying degrees of affordability; and to ensure a development pattern that supports the 
fi nancial sustainability of existing and planned infrastructure investments.

Provide an environment supportive of commercial and business development 
Commercial and business development in Greenfi eld serves three predominant purposes. 
– It provides local options for basic goods, services, and jobs reducing the need to travel far for basic needs and jobs. 
– It contributes to a diverse and growing tax base to help offset existing infrastructure investments and to ensure long term fi scal sustainability. 
– It helps create a sense of place and identity where businesses call home or where community members gather. 

A rural environment also attracts commercial and business development that is less traditional, desires a rural character/ambiance/environment, or requires 
greater land resources than an urban environment offers. Such uses can contribute positively to the City of Greenfi eld so long as they are designed to minimize 
negative impacts on the rural residential character of the community. 

Traditional commercial and business development patterns will occur where municipal sewer and water is readily available and where roadway access is conducive 
to higher traffi c volumes. However, the City of Greenfi eld also recognizes that the world is changing. Advances in technology enable residents to live in Greenfi eld 
and work regionally, nationally, and even globally. To that end Greenfi eld supports development of technology and infrastructure that provides high quality, effi cient 

data connections to the entire community. 

Preserve and strengthen a sense of community
A sense of community encompasses both physical development (places) and non-physical activities (civic and social interaction). 

Greenfi eld will invest in the planning, development, maintenance, and programming of Central Park as the central gathering place of the community.  Opportunities 
to create unique gathering spaces as part of future development in Greenfi eld’s core area will be explored. 

Greenfi eld recognizes its relationship to surrounding communities, within Hennepin County, and the metropolitan area at large. Greenfi eld also recognizes its role 
in supporting the local school district and its facilities and Three Rivers Park District facilities. Greenfi eld will actively collaborate and partner with regional agencies 
to plan and invest in regional improvements.

Contributing to the ongoing growth and change in Greenfi eld requires a dedicated and engaged citizenry. Volunteerism and civics will continue to be an important 

part of Greenfi eld’s future.  

Practice sustainability
Greenfi eld is a community with a rich history and a desirable character. Its future is one that requires thoughtful planning in order to preserve and protect the 
qualities that make it a great place while managing growth pressures from an expanding metropolitan area. Sustainability in Greenfi eld refers to:

• Protected and preserved natural environment: The city is fortunate to have a variety of natural amenities to enjoy. Future growth and development will occur in 
an environmentally responsible manner, protecting both the views and the functioning of the natural environment (ecological, habitat, water quality, storm water, 
etc.)

• A healthy and reasonable long term fi scal/fi nancial forecast: The desired character and level of services, (including maintaining the resources, facilities and 
services essential for a safe community) requires consideration for both the capital investments needed to build public improvements and the ability to maintain 
and replace them when their useful life span is over. 

• A balanced tax base: Housing and business development should be diverse, supporting the city with a tax base that is not overly reliant on one industry or use. 

Have more thoughts?
Write them on a Post-It & stick it right on the board!
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